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(Chapterdl:]
The!Gathering .. | . What is Heaven?

[s|itifull of light,with

big fluffy]clouds?

Mavbe it’s where the
angels play!

(t’s where

themajestic e " § - . ' #
Crystal City’< N . W o ; L
stands... VA L e < * " ...and watches over

all the lands!




and |t is'ajplacejwhere}
everyone getsialong!

[ neuer'felt my.

~tail being tagged!”

’!g complamed Esau.

L
o

1
2

Yol (3 Wy%g

[ did

touch your
tail!” [sa =

. responded.” "

“[ saw thég
added-Jeremy. “What

( ',""happenedr’ :
’v Y




“Now boys!*: she m’renected. Thls lS supposed o be for fun' S
“You know there's shouldn't be'any.arghing in Heaven' i S
and you re supposed 10 tell the truth"’ Y

‘ lejr;s‘ setﬂe this™
“dwithsa.race!”

‘lf You' beat him, Esau,'f sald'OI

lfdsa wins, you have
S ;;

Y

e M IS
- lll race hlm, sald Isa. “[ll ) ‘
+»beaflhimXtoo!” W Where wouldjthey,race:
B \ to2glasked)Jeremy.




it vou want to call it off,

g0od!% teased [sa. “Then
you arelit!s
M by

The two brothers stopped at. the ed2e -
of the ‘walkway. Both of- them tri %
: prepare themselves

for the. race'

commanded Ollie}:
““Take' your mark" :
‘ &




+* Both donkeys|fookloff,and raced down the
. path as fast asithey could!
o ‘:\ % \ ~ | ‘ .r' ?

They.were both nose-and-nose when “Hev, guvs!” Rupert velled.
Rupert the Raven flew. up! v “What's the. big.rush?

[s it dinner.time already?>>

o 2
il 3 td

ﬂ—”w“m‘ oo '”
<<Now now, Rupert!

Esau struggled to say.

“Canh’t.you see...
we are racing?!=

sure aren:tigoing

ry.fast! -
pergiast [f [ was bigger, [:d

3 offer you both a lift!

- F
Good [uck to

»

both of vou';
e




They were both Qettme a blt out of breath. L
Esau was slightly i in the lead'

Back at.the finish lineX everyone was waiting lmpanenﬂy
5 S

¥as Rupert.[anded near 0ll|e. . = -
“Hi’ Ollie!”said Ripert, s(fiyou are wamnsz,for Esau andils to, ﬁmsh

,the race, continued" Rllgert “you. lehT be-
'”——4’
Bwaiting a long ﬂme.,Thev.are 0) slew o

B Compared,fo you,” =
B RuPert? (Lupposed they
are!xOllie replled




@ ,f:u % l Il tell you later, replled Rupert
SO What S neW 35ked Ol(le. ) k“Buf it’s rea"y |mportanﬂ"

‘What:s"in"that satchel ied [fo

”” ' ‘"/ ‘,/
Lyour foot7 Yt/ b

“Here they come! g8
~ § announced Jerem.
it looks like Esau'is

‘is"

"He skidded 10°ast
just inches from'the
L =~~\ﬂmsh line!

'(n_hls enthusnasm.
Esau took a




[sa saw his
opporfuhity!
He jumped over Esau...

k= Sorry, Esause
= " & Sy ‘v’/ \
<lsa §a|f1; Wi

- Y, 4

v Thank you e

*he said proudly.g. o :

A A . ANk -
“Everyone' he announced 5




Thelonious the lion herded
, ~a small flock of sheep just
"’\Q as they started to'sing!

i O




Creék,'just as fhe
= . ke




Here they come!
ﬁgswimwngw

s
“Noft everyone is here
yet and'Rupert.has a /i i
really important.y
r— )
announcement!




3l
liveliustigot to share the;

¢
news wﬂh everyone ;

“Evervone is invited
fo partfake in a play
about the Savior!”







0ll|e held the scroll up. so
Rupert could see if.

“An anhouhcement.from the
Angel.Gab ‘el"’ he read.

Ollle rose off the /

i ground, too! Both,
#70llie'and Rupert, =
were quute starﬂed'

/] W




‘%“’fhls season s Chrlstmas b
Paaeant celebraﬂB‘ﬁE Istarted
T Rupert ™

e ! % s After much consideration,
i) i3 ammals;wnshdesure A

to presentitheir; versnoqp
SEESOshas)
-3y . I

" beenlerantedian |

€ ; B/
“/ “(n the splrn‘ of falrness.
“the’ animals will be allowed...”

*....to create their.own sets.”’
* contihued Rupertf,




,,fv,,s d.  Ollies +*but’ how
3‘- dre We ever going{fo

Ollie [ooked at Rupert.
<['sure hope you know,
what you’re doing!g

A starts?b‘ﬁ fhe
* nexf/page!




(Chapfer;2:}

tlate
hea: the,farm to hear. what Rupert_‘&_t@d‘

. tofsav./Even the. dolphms 'were there!& # "
(The/Auditions S, "~ )

TSy ?M ¥ v - I & R “Wait a.minute "" terrupted“’*‘

=\ =
veryone!sRupe i Aunt/Alana: ““How/can you say
Al Ve Qousome l[&excﬂmg news! Thi , ;

g Yeah; Rupert!gadded|OlliesYou don;fiwantitoigive

evervonejfalse hopes's

Bvears!, anm@mm
Parelsreat!llmeanihowlcan you s

Wtoplalpaceantiwheniyoulhave
y allfthe orlemal v
characfers linlfhem?:4

-

s‘ O
°°)~6'

explained|Rupert¥gusingjthelreal ¥

Mgr;y‘and thelr real Josepmqnd eV

elselwhowas actuallythere! sl

“But remember' this is'a contest that. wlll be Judeed by
chlldren' [ know they will likefu: us best!®
| :




=We:ve GOTito : \
. '” H ot - y PeY »” - H
win!&exclaimed 7 _ Wellg'said Ollie;

Ruper. “[t:stime to et
down fo brass facks!
'Smoothfeatherghas
writtenlout{somellines
soJwejcan hold
auditions”.

.

-

=We’ve got'some
importantroles fo fill!”’

s T
S0 2 continued Ollies g reading for,the part of
S the Three Wise Men from|the Eastwilllbemy " §
8 brothers Esau;saland/Jeremy!z

% £ “Rupert!”” exclaimed
Aunt Alana, “let them

ead their lines!™

»

AT

[Satandleremywalked ouf onto the ma}{ééhiff
holding'thelscrit in'his'beak. &




" “[et’s skedaddle over there and'seeiifa + = ¥ Smoothfeather. ﬂefu lﬁ front of Esau S0 / 4
new. king! @t’,omt [ will give him some R he couldread his lmes. butiEsau didn’t™
franklncense said [sa. g |~ notice!

‘e

»xOh' My turn't’ i xclalmed '
lseman'ldeclare :

:Whyj yes.éBrother
we best get alone
fo‘the stable; and
Sreet the comlng e
' king!” "4‘» :

; “And [ W|ll bring] hlm thelgift
of Myrrh"’ added|Esau?

Y Abrothers!’.’ —
addedleremy i for]f!am'carrylne gold il \—
for, rtﬁﬁltgwhlch theywilllSurelsJneedfiols
ibuy)milkiforathe baby and|havjforhis|bed!x




d

5 S raced it stager “clicking
« their heels fogether as.they] leaped
throuah the alr'

0ll|gcaut|ously.“butt eyarenta shoe-in?
This is a big role and thererare othersiwho

presentfiosoummyitiends. §
1" declared[Ollie. . -

Hannibal®Massieland|Muwanna
all'came up onh stageXtheirgfront:
l gs on each other’ ba ks!







...who’s light
upron his feet?”’

What.do you think of
a dancing King...




17

Hanmbal came down on the Stage har‘g hearly
desrroymg it! Hay) bales were»thrown
' everywhere'

i7)

s {AS everyone and everything/settled¥Muwannaldodgedjfalling;hay bales and madelhis
B g o o'the’ front of the Stage! o i \ I’ :

J

He began to sing!




... [[[I{INNNNNGGG!!!

Muwanna hit
such'a high note,
evervone’s ears hurt!

$iYou rhere, with your, wool S0 llght
‘were you reall.v rhere that mghr?”




Massie [ooked off
into the distance,
and remembered.

.;“,f,'

= el 3
:She puf her trunk info'a
Enear-by water barrel...

*




Sy . n - . AT i g
; o v . - . P -
=Ly

T he rhree donkey brorhers {ooKed on d _- -
i a blt dlsappomfed

=t looks llke, by/porular;demand
the elephants are'in!g/said/Ollie™¥

). ”' ‘ Sorrv, 'brothers' But»
o~ ) be the prop masters and'theW
staeeqdlrectors"’

’?hg elephants . Mavbe we should} |

“{were really, really. - “have putmore
gL Pizazz info our

LW
) “‘mk'east
wejrelgoing;

0ll|e S three brother

- went.off to help wnh
_the preparanons fo
tbe paeeant




i

ryone'iexclalmed Ruperts “Andll

kiwe need 0, ﬁxfancy dinner-for

everyonelafithe pageant"’

wooktaroundivoulsdsaid/Rupert;
waving|fowardsjthejfields{of/corn?
@ nis|tarm|erows everythme'v 9
Welcanjget: Pon er tolhelplu: us
e,mend‘aHe*can j

iy wntﬁ'ﬁh

i
LR
-~ G| llke that'ideal ”

‘ helmtoo"'

Kk il

1,{1




“What a great . idea!”
5 said Hannhibal?

b “[lltake that asja

0 mpllm n H Hanniba

here\was suddenly a flurry ofiactivity fo\be readsiﬁT
n'timeXEven humans helped!|Pontifar. thelkindIy8
¥ Egyptian cook: was| helping ‘ eggs, Jonathan,
jto prepare|the feast: . said Pontifar. = Caniyou S8
gl T e 'have atalk with the™® .
chickens and
the cows?:




ul alreadgialked tojthe cows, Pontifer! g
replied Jonathan. VoUW \willihave plenty/of
cram_'@nd my;sister;Rheajand|l{will’go
iseejthe chlckens right; away'”

= Good!%said Pontifer: “We wouldn’t
want.fo go somewhere; else for our

ingredients andfip our hand"' 4
i

. ‘Jonathan, fo,lay, several eees
’7 f every’day, said Emmatys How
XS f /\’*‘ many do'youneed?z

We don t really know, 'said Rhea. glt? S Just th_at we
’ W’s o'many people' N

o -
‘what ['suspected;s
/ rephed Emma.”Just
take allook msude"’ <

‘;? “.‘/“‘?




Emma led them bofh into the silo.
Jonathan and Rhea looked around .

Huge eolden eggs ﬁlled every shelf,
all the way to the fop of the suo'

N

2 “Egad!”_ exclaimed
\~ Jonathan. “Where
1\ did all those eggs

come from?” .

\

’0
“The Lord has blessed usiall wn‘h

) fruutfulness’}sald EmmaNsNow -

youcan make the best emgerbread

,ever’”

Angels smg.
Glor.v ro th '




“All‘gleht"' sald Ruthy. “That was very sood' Now can you ralse it.up

npoua'f\“Should wej
add some flving
mgpeuvers?” '

“Now.[’ve got to be going
The shepherds are having a™
= very hard time and need
~ 4 (ots of extra work!”

W

not belleve what sh(?‘é‘aw whet%she came
A through the corn' \5 '

hay bales were being posmoned as
candy; canes lmed the; alsles.
\ x




|

as| she walked élgw

brothers, ||ckm2 the

\

But. but lf»you lick off the!red strires, / - ; "!‘;’ere S plenty of peppermint;flavor:
ey. won\\hlook much likelcandy/canes!z [eft, ”'s‘éld Jeremy.

/WAL ,
\Ruthy pointed ouf. ‘ \ :

ALL of the color!*

;Yeah"’ chimed in Esau? “nghterwp, Ruth;\,‘ w\‘ —

Remempber, thisliSalChristmas, pageant, % Oh}\verv.well' said Ruthy. “Hey: have
{ NOT{Lent!z @, 'voulseen my‘smers?f




IAsIRuthylgot, closer to

“What?!”" responded 1, etl \\ "
FarmerJohn. “Why = Calm down, John!

~ you little pleaded]histwife Sarah.
Y — // - §You asked"imd that’s all you
/ e can}d""Ollle

“But how areiwe supposed’ to enter g A
7"9 *e é ¥ ) “ A0
fhis] cogtgst W““J"”J animals?(s - oo . sarah.“Youelgotiolsive these
maaned | jahmer.onn. oo Sk A , ) /- animals a‘chance!fWe; eililiust have
B - 4, 4 10 get, some people to'wear;

'said/Ollie;glvelzot.

plenty@ibe grateful,

for2 Youjve takéﬁrca\re of SN I A i

me_for; fall of my llfe \But you N ey T .
& i % AND;takenjall the‘credlt

havelwon this/contestievery;vear! onidehimedlinRuper

\




“What?!” cried L7
Fatmenglohn Whlle we ammals slaved
e away in your pageams. YOU
« kenpt all the prlzesg;\vour
place is full of’awards!!If

Rupertibeganito;sing:

P
-
gWithout the animals beside Youll-teg
ro decora ter 1€

<“This isn’t personal or
business!>Z ., - o
it It’s the way it’s gof fo be!




beganjtolsing:}

“[ can’t be your donkey,
N fo carry you around.{
Your.wise men will be walKin
the camels are in our cast}
'S0 _sorry; Farmer John;

“[ carried your Ma 3 ~ P “I carried the Wise Men,
your clothes! [ stubbed all my.foes!%




“You’re on your own this Christmas, ““You’re on your own this Christmas,
Just do the best you can!” & ; Stand up and be a man!”’

WLDiSlisn Tx_,_l"” cried Farmer

P almost; all of the , rlemal

2 Farmer John leaned in'to Ollie and 'spoke injanjangry; but;sad voice:
i [never; expected ithis’ from 'you, Ollle"Fr ‘Ruperf yes! LTS




*“I’m real
sorry he feels
that way,”> he

sighed.

confmued swelcanjtiletihis'sorelfeelingsjruinjthe
Everybody is exated itolseeloury show, espeCIally zhi y

m

s
The elephants
helped fortify
the stage and
set up.the curtain.




® 2

Even humans were helplng' Jonathan and Rhea allondra Jehu s w,fe, he|ped fit. fhem Wlfh
| tried onlthe sheep]costumesimadefrom|the 8 N Shepherd;s|costumes! Thelomous the lion,
wool sheared off of Whltey. Wooley and Snow. e : .

6 : ‘\§ -~
Here, let:me show

‘'vou the costumes!”

..‘;. £ S B b3} o ‘X . P; ,~‘
- “He went to talk to some of the dlscmles about
. hlS fafher, sald allondra.

»\

Farmer'John?”" By \
Thelomous asked

b, v

: *“Who hasn t2”
rephed ﬁllondra. .

* ‘

= Farmer; Johnlthmks itzs] hIVSJ‘lQhT 19
len*eversyyea"ﬂexplamed Allondra%
as'she' helped adJust Wooley S:
fshepherd costume "

beheves it:s his right to win! Why,
even onh' Earth people learnhed to
’talked turns fo help others"’




-

6Ilondra turned to Thelomous. “(

.mean Zshe contmued dld Farmer

" =There you 20, Wooley"'
said/Allondras:You really

S Wearing this ro'be
" made of Wwooll than
it lS 1o be covered

e P

“Waif!” said
Thelomous. “[ get
to plaw.)oseph’ (

. “Hlook like'a'shepherd, r__)ow!” :

s
2 . HEP
P '6 ~ GO

S actaally eet o) o) sone wn‘h :
Ch“dren p[a‘y")g usl” : “Thls IS QOlﬂg tO be the

o best Chrlstmas ever!”

'exclalmed Whitey.




a new day,

B Op——

The ammals are nsmg
up fo sav!”




The sheep got tangled together
on the stage floor!

SNOW Sangs s =

hGeftting fo puton Whitey Sang: Rw:
a real show!&
o — ;
. -




gohany ldeas?(

Suddenly Wooley jumped off
the stage and landed
in front of Thelonious!

', 3 "‘Ooh' Ooh' [lknow who to get.for "
Baby Jesus"’ Wooley exclalmed

*Who?”" asked
Thelonious.

‘Yeah who do
YOU know?”
questioned
WA Snhow.
‘-;““"" \ Wooley turned
to the
other two.

f‘l was thmkmg...
g '”

.'..Tmy
tated Wooley.




“Yes, greaf idea!” &= L “l know' He [l steal the show"'
added Snow. i , 5. 1 : sald Wooley. Wil

.“Uh;-veah!\Thatis]right.%
answere Thelomous.

lf you:can talk hi
info auditioning! ™y

“Just ask Rupert!

called Wp__ql'ey. «He

knows; how t&ﬁnd
i Good Luck!:

T&"rn the page
to start

Chapter 4! .y
s By




Chapter. 4:

About Farmer.John® F ./ & eéeveral of ‘Jesus disciples|and friends
g eathered to dlscuss the sﬂuatlon muolvmg

“This business with
his father is getting
troublesome!”’

. +Look,” Sald Paul, “twe “all. know Ollie’s ot b
v the problem. He' has neverxcaused problem_s &

(i




Y Paul thought for.a dzkrpomem‘
. o B -y

. “Do vou think he/migh .
be spoiled fromall-his
successes?” he

They,all turned;to
Jesus;for.an answer.

Jesus pulled

*’\ injthe fish!

Just.then Jesus® pole be2an
to shake. There was: a flsh"*
on the (me' A

P
T AR
[ e S

“gatch and release. Catch and release,*
he sighed. **Just once [’d like to be able
to fry up a few of these little fellows!*

The little fish
desperately
shook its
head “NO!*’




Jesus tossed the fish

g?gg;hf:)e fockiaiceer =The purpose of; this'new,Christmas pageant; =

said'Jesus, is to'give thelanimalsialchanceito
tellThe Storyz:Thenallithe chlldren can
see n‘ from a dlfferem‘ poinht of wew

c sBut; Farmer;John says that.the animals are being unfair; that.they
are makmg itlimpossible for. him fo stage his regular. show.
‘ He saysthatinone of the animals will'join his cast!

M He'swearslit:s'a boycott!?
=Can'vou'blamejthem; Lord
Bjesus’ asked Stephen? “The |
¥, ammals justiwantia chance to
be heard'” 4

( know Farmerx.lohn preﬂy well,”
_added ‘Paul ’Why‘ ‘don’tl 20 over
and'see'ifll can calm him down?”

~ b
“Peter heard h|s stomach erowl e

“All right,* he said. s But
since we;ire not eafing these
%"‘: fish.didanyone bring’s




Jesus stood|up- So did everyone else

_ “Farmer John has some
4 growmg f0'do!

“Suppose the animals really win _ "
the hearts of the children?’: K ‘




Jesus stepped|off

o

the/dock{and{onto]




Stephen, Paul and James N7 you're saying‘rodray‘out of fthe contest,
started across the water. 1o let.the best of them win!
Stephen continued . ! e

the song. sang Stephan.

Peter held back. He had had
trouble with water before!

Peter. gathered his fear, i
stepped info the water... ... ahd sank!

] Rm

Paul continued the song.
[0 i1gnore fhe pefty comments
and stick by_the rules!z

-

A hand came
down to help.Peter.




They. bcfth wélked across the

wafter. Peter,sang:
A L See who the chlldren e
e o love the most '

Peter and Jesus
reached the _bank.\
W,
- Jesus began to
sihg again.

“lr S gregyo haue new compeﬂﬂon.
' 2 ur those Christmas bells! .




) CMeanwhlle, Farmer
John was continuing -
to add touches to hlS
stable set

in one handfandja
hammerlinithelother.,
Farmer John;reached
up to nail in the'sign
at the, peak of the
stable’:

.

. right on his thumbt




The sign popped off... ; ...and fell to the
® stage floor!

= Pmeg‘l;gmavte ).
huiceDaddvzEame ™ &
askedlElizabeth==5 5

gWhereisiehujwhen lineedlhim the
> ) v =3
most2ixvelled F@'rmer John’as he

“Is he helping the
animals? My own son?!
[ can’t build all these
sets without him!¥

¥ Helbegan
gf; == ‘ ==




N




“Well,” grumbled | Farmer. John'¥.

“You can TaLK@pout being
blessed, buft;liwon;t: FEEL at
all blessed if{l don fiwin!”’

**Now John!”’ said Sarah, *“Surely you \
can find some charity.in you hearf for
the chlldren"’




W ¢ m . : e
“You don t. understand"’ e

Farmver John pleaded. i
y &

‘“l know up here in Heaven ( m‘
not. your wife any more,”> Sarah'
said, "’but [ know you better
than anvone else!

/}”/ _H

— and if vou don’t adiust s’
z’k ” your amfude and have ;ﬁk
“some charlty towards the She i
f ammals, you, .are;g 190ingitos
thave; the w worst«Chrlstmas
e LI

Chapter 5
starts on the
next page!

OF
e

o

=

Farmer: John fume




Chapter: 5:

Findi = “Tiny!” velled Rupert,
inding " “Tiny, where are you?”

Baby Jesus

Meanwhlle. ln ;
the swamps... ; ¥
¥ “Rupert Who is lhls Tmy?” asked

Ollie. *How. come l ve neuer met him=
- before?'This’ seems |lk€ an awfully”\'tﬂw

/t / stranee place fona babyﬁlaﬁmb (o] llve"’
A‘ § < \.: R :k ! Wy | gt 5
bt '*{}Q

—

‘:Who‘ sald Tmy was a lamb”’
asked Rupert o

Ollle looked puzzled
- ““But you told me....’

.p« .

| “He’s just made i
a few frlends with the lambs, 4

- said Rupert. “He’s p[etty much

a loner. He thinks he’d scare
the chlldren'”

i
i ik

A

“And we want him : - g You bet!”> Rupert said: Then he
fo play Baby Jesus?! L R ~ "velled. “Tiny! Tiny, come on out!”
exclaimed Ollie. : )

//}

“Hi,Rupert!”" said a
voice from inside a
nearby tree.




: Startled\.‘t'hey both"‘fbrned‘to look!
6 baby saber -toothed tleer hld‘

X lookme all over
A for 'vou' Rupert
: B exclAimea N

“I brought Ollie

\, - with me!”

B 0

“l know"’ sald Tmy.

a¥

Ollie stared a_gthe baby,: sabem‘ooth tiger,with' his mouth open.
Then he pulleghlmself together. =Hi)\Tiny!\We would really, like
. you'to auditionifor Baby Jesus!'z

“You really.think'so, Ollle’vf /
asked Tiny. “Everyone was* ""'
always afraid of me‘on Earth.
They hunted my parents,
my brothers, and my sisters. ..
[ am the only. one from my
whole’ species who *
is ih Heaven!'” .

' “Look va.”,sald Ollie, “l think you
- are perfect for the part! Sure, you’re
«rvdlfferem but look at me!

I’m different!
When [ was on
Earth [ was the.
‘only,albino *
donkey,in [srael!
But:God chose me
\ Eor,a’special task!’




“es

,'.g Maybe,that is'why we were dlrected \
~- f{ﬁ) PiCk Y you for the role,” continued
O(llef “You won’t have any lmes. and;

animals! ™=
* ”1‘

“Please say.vou will do it'”"” 7_,
Ollie pleaded. /|

IJ

” &
“Yeah!”” added Rupert.
“They’ll think you’re
the cutest creature ever!
When this is all over,
you’ll have so many
visitors, they’ll'have
to put a new road right
~ to your free!”

P
Y




Ollie smiled,
% Your teeth
are fine, Tiny!

" perfect!”

“Please, please, please Say, you

Aoy .

L

please,please,‘l_ust give.t, —Vgugbesr!" : 'A

“That goes double

for me, Tiny!”.
exclaimed Rupert.
“You’ll be great!”

meetme tomorrow at |
noon on the set,”said|
Ollie. “What do
you say?” il i

“Sure, Ollie! Sure Rupert!*
% exclaimed Tiny.
“I°’ll do it! [ promise you
I’ll be the best Baby

"’

Jesus ever.

A Endjof
Chapter 5

Turn to the next
page to start
Chapter 6!



Charfter 6:

Spying!

P _/r,y »"
- “He’ S, gonna make rhgworld
YA’ La-g.better;ﬂace fo be!%
k. e 'S gonna pur 3 Smile S
fon each face thaf he sees.

The ‘conductor. turned [ook
* back toward|RupertiandlO|lic

. e — 1) what doe

50u[fhinkNBOSS 2l A - ’
. asKed The TG~ -
e condu;tJor._ o ‘ s i

M thatisong|in
- the/script!ss
Ollie'stammered.




italkingto the
M Rupertj"'

=(:m JUST the castme
dlrector,J rephed

“Look, Rupert we
wouldn’t'be [N thls

show without s{ou
say so. Correct?”

-

. 'Rlzhﬂ Go wn‘h it
.salleupert."ﬂ\* :

“Oh hev.” added Ollie, g
guys did a great_jobj\We; ll

~ put.it:in the show! RightBOSS 2

How many,more

“and.it’s del_lcmus"'




Someone fo watch Hanmbal"’ ;

pleaded Mu ;anna.

"~ asked Ollie.

feed it to the’ audlence. we
can’t help but get first place :

TR %
“He loves gingerbread too much!
If someone doesn’t-watch him, he’s
liable to eaf the whole set before
the pageant!” S




: ‘l ‘Il wair.‘ﬁll the wrarz fo

P have another snack!za

3

e 1

“Good!” said Ollie.
“Can both of you come over for the meeting after you’ve
got the gingerbread arranged? We’ve'got some exciting news!”




t.we do,tt
sked Rﬁb‘ert

“You two wouldn’t want
to miss this meeting!™
finished Rupert.

“Cah you see
anvthing?”
asked Abner.

o ’ ) .
&5 “Yeah, they’re definitely mﬁkine Frogress, ;
3 sighed Farmer. John *“Looks like qunte )
f/,a few humans are.helping them’ out \
, the }raltors"" 2 f[ ,

,f‘A’l':I;at’s Hot g_dod...”' Z
‘ said Abner. = " |




a thmg oero"’ erumbled 2

. Farmer’ Johm

Paulis|

uRjit mto the tree.sf

’)"”

exclalmed_a startled ﬁbne,

“Wha... What?!”
stammered Farmer John.
“[t’s those kids of vours,

Abner! They’re helping
Ollie! How COULD they?!”

*“Kids!”” moaned Abner.
*What can you do?”’




... faking| Farmer John
wrth hlm'

Farmer Johnsatiur:His spy elass was
-v‘b.—A—- e
brokenlintolseveral/pieces!

exclalmed Paul. “You‘ g

shouldn’t-be spying on
the animals! Why is ,
winhning so lmportant

to you?!” =
A ~ d B,
‘f“’rhere’s other ways
to win:besides
spyme Zsaid Paul.

. “There s only one wav »

«fo, win... ‘the old fashloned
way,, added Abner.“‘You S
do whatever it takes. eveny .\

if it means| steppme onfy it AL
% “some toes!"/ T

Jv B
“Thar s \what/my
. Pop-in-law has | e
been telling] me"’ /‘ ; //,

wN N




Y S 9 M
X i \
| Remember, you cah win by helpmg
khersfout % stated Paul. “Do you®
stilllhave you et pieces from when
you ﬁrst started the pageant"’ ¥ &8

aYeah.g 'a'nswe\red‘
Farmer John hesrtantly.
“(n my barn. Why?”

Paullbegan fo sine.§

“Why don_ tyou share * w\ \f e
“instead of spymg. \ X
— AR

Take the chip off your shoulder. ﬁ- A
Take the frown fro you face!

@ " Why'don’t you
glve rhem a \




I

a good deed, will chan.g

your point of view.” |

|

o;, you've been‘oretty? ,fg ,
mlserable lately"’ X"




L2 \ (Y 2 A / u'\{ t / ;
23 S “‘There is nothing wrong B /’

/
N 4

14
5 B OSSR § 4 N .
4., Do unto othersias X 5« with'wanting to be .

Syouwishthemito e RN ¥ #competmve “John,” sald
A i SEpe—. /] ’ ’ -
unto)youls “"“*‘é’- / : S &

what is. the pni:'”e* m WanTiio;
~ pay for winning2g

s (ive got some

- A lideas}tojimprove jiliveRaddedy
[ivetadded a few. " ‘mypart, fadded a|part for@e!

more songs!”’ Mass w explained
: assie. L
announced the .

band conductor.

“That’s not.the set [ = “lt.clashedi§

7 LN
designed!’; complained .W'Th my
4 eves'y

sald Ruth ﬁ

“Rave you all forgotten

why we are here?:We are

.supposed to be workme
toeether..\ !

* ;g%

AN brln'§ elory to Jesus. We are not here t0%
PN shme 'the spotlleht onh our skllls but'on4

% the life of the one who brought .
redemption to the world!*




'OIlle took a deep breath.
" ““Now. ['have some
GOOD news!”” he
said. *‘After much
conSIderatlon we =
have picked our.
“ Babyiesus...”

The bundle in
Muwanna’s frunk
began to move!

Suddenly, Tiny popped up!

' O) '%"é‘ He t}mbled.out;hune by
Ay, &

onelfooth.for a moment;
i 4 : “4 1 l

"_\ e,

5

N

™

N
) »

{ = v~ R

The ‘crowd went wnld' All the animals cheered!

= —— \(‘ N : :
4 : \ “Tiny, l thmk the chlldren are
eomg t0:[ove you: as| Baby Jesus!”

€4 < (@ = .\
Sdihd \ ¢ " exclaimed Thelonious
% / 8

enthusiastically.

could thmk'of ({0 say.«




Tiny was overwhelmed! “l know I’m the only one
of my Kkind up here, and none of us were
around when Noah took everyone on the
big ark, but [’m going to do my best to be
the best Baby Jesus ever!”

£ [ know ['ve 2ot fwo big reeth:
and sftripes from ear-fo-ear?;

manger,
o vou’ll think that I'm so dear!




Litbe theagse’thes 0S Beftter.than [’ll be the besr Baby,
. all the rest! Jesus ever
Best Baby Jesus!
V 528

3

L0

v, [\
“— o

A 65 Tm&:ommued, ) ) ) T
“ to sing; Thelomous ; :Well,”:commented
turned|fo'Ollie. = . Thelonious, ““one
T ; "\ thing is for sure...

Tinyisn’t.troubled /=%
: by thouehts of« b

Ill@lhe«s goﬁg o}
play hlSipm with
conﬁdence"’

&) cart of/stage sets and!props’ over the hlll
to/the animal stage.

>/ N
o “Father"’ panted 2s
-~ Abner. “I thmk...lneed... g s v let:y0
fo Stop... and restlz// 2 3 N S ‘ - thelsooner.we'get it over wnth
9/’“ 438 = ‘?ﬁf Athe befter!




‘Theyjgotithelcartitoithe

thehill
top‘of,fhe thillYabner; &
stopped, ‘tolrestibut e s« = : “Thatxs ) much beﬂer .

> speed‘Abner"’/

“ABNER!!!”

The cart veered down the hlllSlde.
faster and'faster!’ Farmer John'tried to \
7 break h|s speed wnh h|s feet but it was no use... he was heading straight for a tree'
{f 4




Suddenly the bl2 tree shook
startling all the troplcal birds!gy °

“Ow! Ow!' 0w "”‘

complamed
Farmer John from'below.

; %3\ N\ ‘
'\:\T“Just... peachy"’
Fu S Ak o

Rupeﬂlﬂe&ver and|looked i 11) thecart.
“Wowfihe saidS=These]
[ooK!ferrific'&




you fake’ Farmer John over 70, =
he slream to wash (P27 &

- lrfﬂ

5, 2

“You rest herejalbits llttl fellow, (said
EX “We:lilunioad the!set
pieces. And thanks:for:being
square with us!® .. 3

jint=With =
that Hannibal walked back lo help \?
'with the set pieces. i

End of - Turn the page lo\
Chapter 6 start Chapteri?!




Chapter:¢: ! ﬁ lltﬂe while Iaterj_both Farmer John and Abner:
- §  were back at work on their pageant sets.
TiheiSecret: gl RN

 Valley gy .

Farmer; Jn was:so happy
wor@aon the sets, he barely
noticed he had visitors!

-

““Whoa!”’ he

&; - said, Startled.
L 4 A & ; ' "

L *“This is quite a
) surerise, Jesus!”

was a blt worrled ‘about
yod‘ Butilit heardx

Jou had ‘put] you

sElf mterest aS|

pieces with the ammal§.
Thaflwas'a srand
gesture!™

Jesusilaughed! w
(K now,'ﬁbner'

; said'Farmer
s« John slowly, *“this
‘lS the first year.
wrthout Treal!
ammals. They




“u ~ : ) l.L AN
togfﬂ'ggds:d . Farmer, John%ked puzzled s |\

‘:Jame% - as he followed Peter: and'gsat_nes. (74

“VYesizdsaidlPeterS=It:slone
ofithelperksiofimahagement!s




“LookjFarmer John,” said Peter, “Where do [
s Whatlitlifrold) you,we are taking sign up?”* asked

youjtolalplacejwhere you can have Farmer John. \ It°s a bif/of a
Alfthe animalspouwant?” = vl secref,%added

James g Call it
gPrivate stock
ofythe Great

Shepherdi:

know about
the place!*

They,flew/into'a cloud. Nothing/could be seenibelow:

=The animals are eager.fo help,% = Great!¥said Farmer/John

explained Peter. happily$How,soon
do we!getithere?:

“*How about
how?>* asked
James.

The valley below was\spectacular!




e

The cloud landed among RS

animals of all kinds.=
Farmer John steppedjout:

N 7 /

-
g

&

2 Flere are al[ e S

o S
{4/ r 3

RTihislis™ youlneed! AN e

amazing!! 'z said|Peter: happy fo 20

with you!”
(waslalllhe James added..

NS Rl A ‘;_ ¢ enils
as foolish tojthinkithat;if [ gave to‘fother
‘l/ g o1, 4;’, Tirsiggy A 0 "~

r Fal;merﬂohn explained, = wouldnit;h

o W eversthing [ needed!ljwas

: missing the wholejspirit
of Christma

w{f iy

-“?%\\M;, N
...That God loved the world &
and gave his only begotten
son, so whoever believed
would have Heaven eternally...*

backszsaid)James
“Jﬁ'g{f.c:)llﬁﬁffﬁhe
streamjand)ifuwill 38
lead right;backito
the Crystal(City!z wor
: utythejanimals;
Peter;added!

s Theywill'have®
- N
plggfirqu grazing
[and’and water
S during-the
journfsﬁ{!"




“S0,”'said Farmer John, turning
back toward all the animals,

S0 which ones

f “do [ chose? And
,-howdo [ .

_gef.them all
back? [ could

~ sureuse the

“[’ve got you! [’ve got
vou fair and sauare, old
fellow! You haven’t got

a chance with me! My

hands are as fast as

lightning!’* laughed the
young boy.*




”~"
“Sure!ll;llibe right
e
therelsreplied

“What&ig,d&f help?28” e : ) the boy
askedithe boy.rJ : ‘
: /' - He tossed the

/ '. y: fish back.
_ “Good-bve,
# old fellow!”

PR

“I’m taking some of | "
these animals back
to the Crystal City. Ve 4
[ nheed them for F 1
the Christmas
pageant. Can
you help me?”

=

) [id g : )
“['m Meddi. You're®®
not THE'Farmer John
from Bethany, are you?*

Meddi and FarmeryJohn looked on
as a. memory'bubble formedibehind
“At [ast we meet!”
said Meddi. *“I know
- Olliejand Elizabeth!: s

“Way back‘tﬁehﬁ.&a@ith“a,
pretty bad crowd... Bandits!”




S Meddl continued »wand tied up vour; fwo
chlldren in'a net' They were hanging from'a freendirectly above
a pack of hungry jackals!”

gOlliejfold me stealing was bad,
and|l!listened. [ guess that’s why
g n'a'fhere in Heaven, instead of...
well*'you know where!”

*“After Ollie got away to rescue Jehu
and Elizabeth, [ helped deliver

his brothers to the wine

merchant, Gallius!”

= : J ““[ saw my chance to escape and
‘ s [ sneaked onto the ship. Buf it sank
T v in a big storm, and [.perished with it!”

F]




Thejmemory)
bubble

g ¢ g Donit.worry about

1 =As [(was] drowmns. an angel ' 4 litANone of us lived

““came and|rescued/me: That S : perfec'( life on

. why [’m’here [ZIEass : ™ W Earth. Jesus®

£ m awfullyjsorry. forgave you...

~ about what,[didi” & |l = Memlioraiver
PR L g S f Lyou. too""“ '

& § /

G o

o ShgeT e 7 =Up for it? [ sure am!# replied Meddi
animalsjtojthelpageant!* with enthusiasm¥A new/adventure;

@3@1@ aveladayt is just what [ need!/Aind|(/can|show,
for “’.g'_."! e "you a shortcut, butlit/does/takelus

over. some,steep ground"'

“Who doyou
think [ am2g
4 protested
(Earmer John:*
‘-K.,Some old

But Meddi’s “shortcut” proved difficult
not just for Farmer John, but

for a lot of the animals! Meddi picked up a small
lamb who was struggling B bleatedthe
over the rocks, and carried g ¥ mot strong Ilke the
him up the path. : " others!/(/don;t think
['can'makeit!>

“Smyou can, little
fellow!> encouraged
Meddi. “[’(l be watching
out for you! [ won’t let
vou fail!”




S et's 20, lef's 20 IR
B [et’s climb the hill! 38

L Come little lamb, S
hADon’f sfand there "

L Off.we 20}
aw'a.v,awa!

anorhegivonderfu
Heaven Day!

End of Chapter (4
{/

- / Z;J
Turn the page to™ -
start Chapter 8!° /




Chapteris: X Rehearsals continued for.Ollie’Sipageant, scheduled to open
. -..that night. Ollie'and Ruthy watched as the dolphms wenw
The Build-up! throueh their act. \

3 w‘
N 2,77
A\ |

W

Meanwhile, Rupert flew up to Malachi the Angel, a

roll of rosters held tightly in his claws. rar .
: Say, Malachi't{Do you

upg_g§e‘you can help
= me' out ] blt?;: asked

1 ‘~‘._;‘ﬁ‘80re, brother; Rupert!** . & ﬁ

answered Malachi.

“How can [ help you? “[’m trving to get all these
posters for the pageant out
today,” said Rupert. “My wings
are tired, and [’ve got a [ong
A way fo go!”
“Sure!” exclaimed Malachi.
“1°d love to help! Hop on!”

With Malachi’s help, Rupert S
posters stfarted fo appear
all over the Crystal City.

SRR

Doy CLI i




£

; - - = v g ;X:\ P
Aind ftiey old people % vl ﬁﬁey. don’t forget:to bring the kids

' by.word-of- mouth | ' gChristmas in Heaven™, the best

'f:hrlstmas pageant ever! WITH the

of missing if!”
came the reply..

- With a big thanks, Rupert
jumped off Malachi’s back
and flew down, clutching
~_thelast poster.'A group’of el
childre.n gathered below. ; S Y |

.
e Hey, kids"’

<K R\K\N(/

‘Jo\\K%{.
f%o VN NIbAL e

é{j’:




\

\'\

““Look,TSaid g
Rupert, “lican
read itjand (i ve
only got'a bird ) §
brain!” 4

“t saysja plam,é?¢ the beak

onmy, face, >Christmas
Paeeant starring Donkey
OTE!Hannlbal the Elephant,
and Thelomous the Liont=

g

_#RUMORithe renown?’> asked the boy.

“*Did she ever_tell’sou

. stories.about Rupert

\the]Renown?7'asked
Rupert somewhat

YRupert beean'to sing.




s

[ remember;, llke If was vesterday,

k[ remember,when Hannibal,
wasn.f so ‘greaf)
He was chamed f0'a pole!Z

gAnd the LIOI) King was
srarwnz for ¢ days,
and freated like'a fool!




L Wwas the unsung,
hero of vestervear!

I°s fruedit really is i

If Rupert rhe Renown ;
had nor been around
- hlngs wouldn.1 be like rhe.v islz

)

*

“Just one of my
many tricks!” -

“No,'l don’ t

thmkso 2 W PP A
replied Rupert Butcomeseethe\ .

on pageant; You i
peally get’a kick
[ out of if!* "=




* - Meanwhile, Farmer John was
struggling to get the animals
- through a high mountain pass.

.. He was’exhausted!

“So take the fiver,
fell a friend.

Y
We don’t like singing;

. >'/

fo an empty house! &

. flew/off{tolgetiready

“forjthe

“That... did it!”” wheezed
Farmer John. “( can’t go...
a single step further! This

is absolutely useless! [l
NEVER get the animals to

my pageant in fime!”

“Is that such a bad thing?”’
echoed a distant voice.




“Who’s there?”’ called Farmer AUV Sy
John through the mist.“(s that J i
vou. Meddi? [ can’t Soing tolsome | Jehu steppezdfgt of the mist.

jus to win a /
competition!”
said the voice.

- “Jehu!” exclaimed Farmer John.
-~ *My-son! Good! You can help me
- get these animals to the:3*

“No Father, let it
£0,” said Jehu.

“*Even over. in the
Crystal City, [’'ve heard
stories about this mad
farmer who has to win
every vear!”

“[ don’t have to win every...A What do you mean,
“‘Mad Farmer”” 221!

There was a pause, then both
of them burst out in [aughter!




_ “After a rr);j_mént, they both caught their breaths. _ b
:". N N TN N\ “You’re just
' P enthusiastic,”
~*“BAave [ really been oo said Jehu.

_that bad?” asked g “Well, this

¥ .Farmer John. . vear, let_'s Qe
enthusiastic

for Ollie!””

Farmer John smiled. “When . g
did you get to be so smart?” [ had a good teacher,
- replied Jehu.

L Just then Farmer John saw Meddl herdme
e * the last of the ammals

o ‘
-

“Meddi,”, asked Farmer
John, “could you take
the animals back to
their valley?”

i
*“Uh, no problem, [ guess,” said
Meddi. “Where are YOU going?”’ ‘&

Farmer John smlled “l have a Chrlsfmas paeeant
to attend"’ he sald brushmg off hlS robe. "

End of Chapter 8

Turn the page for
-the last chapter!




Chapter. 9: ing =
s early evening

The Pasgeant approached, the =+ =
amphitheater began™ .
to fill with people .
of all ages.

Ollie peeked through the
. curtain to see the throne
.~ - in the middle of the pond.

Thelonious joined him. =

“They brought HIS throne about an hou?yaeo," said
Thelonious. He turned to Ollle.

\ (23 ”»”
b Nervous?”’ he asked.”

]

“A little, veah,”
admitted Ollie.

*“[ suppose that:s what makes it
Heaven? Ollie!”> answered
Thelonious. “For
what is more
purethan the
heart of an

\ mn__ocent
' cxhild?”

\
“Wow!= ‘exclaimed Rupert. ,“Thousands of

children are on the way! [’ hope we have
‘enough pomegranate Jmce"’




,  stagefAllondra instructed®™ & 4 “This might not be enough
the baboons. gingerbread for all.the
: e children!” pondered
& Allondra, as she

: gazed upon the
“So when vou get the cue,” ‘\stable. “we’ll

! she told them, “push this .need'the Lord’s
\\f \\ gingerbread stable through W\ ; 'help’to make,

the'curtain!” SO it @str S

| ==
‘@ > P

Ollie was looking up into the sky. **Angels
upon high! The Lord is arriving!™

N\~ &ome began to sing.

B The hog.rs.of,ljeiv_eg are rejoicing;
Theé'children'are in rapturous awe!,

\

\ '“:5"'/ L -
3 o < A - 4
'\\ S * ((.v;t-*

g 1N J - s . He alo;;e creation’s ruler
oy R A - -~ - : 2
% : Ja’n\ 3 = = Jesus _Christithe Lord of alllg




g Garher.round me; casr and. crew now,
the archn‘ect of Heaven s"here i)
% M - W -—"-
Behold with. me the s:gns and wonders;
= Q'ﬁ{.er s'tell rhe fale” for all fo hear!*:

Angels gathered °
fo form a light...’

The amphitheatre was full!
Evervone took their. positions.
The spotlights focused oh the
water as the dolphins iumped
up all at once!

“0kay, places everyone"’
sald"rhelomous. /|

/

... that threwjalbeam’ &%
onto the stage. =%

F
e :é;\




pWe rerocking,today!, .
Gathered.foruthe Christmas_ play

[ts Christmas in Heaven;
The greatest.place in.the . world!




&1 Bethiehemylate at nightifhey heard a shout! gl




e

&[1’s snowing like never.before! &




Rupert appeared from the backf‘ff
of the amphitheater. and
flew.toward the stage.

B 7
» A
)

“[twasa

busy season v
= in Bethlehem!>

said Rupert. - i i ‘

€

: Jose?h cleluld find no’
room for Mary,2. . .s .
continued Rupert.s “who\\ | / Ollie turned to
was about-to ewe birth® the baboons.
,to Jesus"’ G p “Here he comes!”
: \ he whispered loudly.

“Push the set on!!!”

& B
5

=’




-
=y f“?ﬁ
R 18

a2

e ‘

ushed,throush the curtain. ‘,

*“...where Jesus , ( Rupert [anded on
was born!”’ y the peak of the
gingerbread
stable.

g.ﬁ,‘

“(t’s a boy!” said the lioness
plaving Mary. “We will name
him Jesus, just as the Angel
Gabriel told me!”




‘beokfépsephi [snitihes
handsome?= .

Elizabeth was watching the show from
the rear of the amphitheater when the.
floating cloud landed. Her father and

- brother got out.

“Have [ missed
much?”’ asked
Farmer John.

" ~**Oh, Father!”* cried Elizabeth,
giving him a big hug,
“I’m SO glad.vou
made it!”

“No, vou haven’t
missed much!”

Suddenly the
audience broke
out in more cheers.
*“Good!”’ replied They all looked
Farmer John. toward the stage.




The shepherd sheep had formed a
conga line and danced in front of
the manger setting.

The sheep sang!

Y PraiseYesus!
y YPraise’Jesus!
D'e
You're such’a
cufe bov!a

Thelonious looked off-stage to see Ollie frving t ; .
get Tiny’s attention.




Thelonious stepped forward and -..just as the
pickedup £ ' shepherd sheep

Tiny... ' 3 flmshed their

Praise Jesus! <%
' Praise Jesust y

Rupert continued his
speech from the top
of the stable.

T htee Wise Men and
theirdcaravan traveled
fqr days!”

The spotlight. swung to the back
of the amphitheater and onto the
three elephants.

“They broueht elfts of.frankincense,
myrrh ‘and gold to the newborn kme"’ '




. Hannibal pulled a large golden circus
*Wagon. On top, baboons were throwing
out golden beads to the children below!

Muwanna pulled a giant urn
filled with aromatic spices...

'...followed by Massie, who hauledig cart
wnh bolts oi fabric, a crown; of burmngf

“The three wise men
sought information
from King Herod,
who told them the
scriptures indicated
a Messiah would be
born in Bethlehem!”
Rupert announced.




“The star of David guided 4
them to the manger!” The elephants began to sing!

concluded Rupert:g

0 I old.f g,
) This 't prec:ous,preaous gold

?ﬁi. S el o ‘Lorddo we,bring!;




LA fitting giftforachild
the" lmmorral

m‘l.ord of.Lords)

thesq Precious, ZIfts
",
do.we'bring!

= FEvervone’s
- paddmeo
theirpart! s

, 1m““,,nc,|.<zhedT0|lle.

“The Wise Men stopped fo pay homage to

gu;;;t’lf.li%\: down the young child Jesus,” he said, “born in
3 \ such lowly circumstances in a stable near

the farm animals!”

““No one could imaeim

different the world would be
after thq humble birth
of the baby

”»”

Jesus!y

“The W.l.se Men spoke,of a
warmns&from an angel, He
fold,them not to return to
nglﬁerod or,to tell him
where thelbaby Jesus was.

They knew,Herod would‘




Thelonious spoke as Joserh. “Thank you so much, Magi, X
for the treasures vou have showered upon us. We will The lioness who plaved Mary
; takg‘these gifts and flee into Egypt. Herod won’t spoke. “My heart is
follow us there!™ b overioyed with;the”
many visitors that
have welcomed
my son!” =

“May God be with you on vour journey back
to your land.” she said.

world!’* said
Whitey the

sheep. - '

W
“We would like to
accompany youto
Egypt and protecty =
you'while you are
there!2 added

Thelonious spoke as Joserh.

“We appreciate the help, Wooley,
but Egypt is too long of a journey,
and there won’t be any fresh grass
for many, many miles.

(t is best that you stay

here, for the Lord will

tell us when it is safe ‘
fo return!” 4 {




=the young family’ lefr for. Egypt;
takmg W|th them some donkeys who would
/carry the treasures that the Mael had given them.”

The audience erupted in applause,
clapping and shouting *““Halleluiah”
and “Glory to the Lord!”’

,z.The dolphms beean their
~ waterJshow in front of
. Kmé?lesus.

They raced through the water and
gracefully sailed over the throne!

Jesus was
delighted!




A tear of
pride ran
down Farmer
John’s face.

Ry




With that, the angels lifted™ &
up the throne and carried
Jesus away! A

The children and the crowd
confinued to sing as Jesus
disappea!'ed into the sky!




Children began to swarm toward
the stage. Jehu and Farmer John
walked up to Ollie and Rupert.
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“Great show,
everyone!’y

said Jehu. ‘T 5

“That was a
terrific production,
Ollie!”’ added

Farmer_:John.gm

S production going,’ Rupert.said. >
ZButjmaybe next vear we can all ./

4 work toeether”‘

“What about it, Farmer John? Nextg
vear we all do the pageant together.
But,the animals get to speak and

“Thanks, Farmer
John!”’ replied Ollie.

of thngt. “Thi§
gingerbread is

“Sure!” he
replied. “After
all, how can you
have Christmas
SPirit without
giving and doing
good for others?
Yes, it’s a deal!”




“Sounds good to me, | ~ “Ollie,” said James, “the kids i
100,” added Jehu. » are lined up for, gingerbread. ‘ %
- We should start feeding them e

i' before-” . /O}\oo\o e f
= O \ //;/’” /" T

{ “()&’f 'f NN Hollered Han{ibal/

[ P from'the stage. V4 &,
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Vithithat) the gingerbreadseticamejtumblingidown. :
ped’?)'fff'z?h'd'ﬂew evervuwhere!

e’ &
; All the children swarmed over the broken set, tearing off &
- chunks ofithe delicious gingerbread.
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“Hey,Ollie! First
come, ' first serve!”
Muwanna velled.

Up on stage, Ollie’s brothers were also dlscovehne
the joys of gingerbread' M i S

v “This stuff is much ™
better than hay!” & &

e‘ \ said Jeremy.

“This stuff is even better
than fresh carrots!” Esau
proclaimed. “I can’t wait
for Christmas again!”

Esau began to sing.







e[ can walt"for,‘Chrlstm ,_; F
o come rollmg along. '

9

Jeremy sang.

[ [ove_the three,
Wise'Men'the best




& [ [ove the Stfar,of Bethlehem;
Shining oh¥so brizht!i

sang Tinyv.

4

“‘The escare fo 1Egypr is a thrill!”
il AT




. [ can, oqat(,[ogChns’r’ms‘
& 10 _come_rolling alongt,




The head dolphin began to sing!

& We wish vou Merrs,Chrisimas:
my.friend!

Come_back’ and see s again! s

R May.vourhearts be
ful[of joy)

Every.gir[.and boy!s

/LS Chgismas lin Heaven,
. CERKERR, .
<







